
 
 

 

 

SCEUS invites applications for doctoral college  

 

The Salzburg Centre of European Union Studies is currently offering 3 doctoral students positions 

within the framework of its doctoral college. Research students selected by the Admissions 

Committee will be eligible for a three-year scholarship (non-refundable) at conditions as established 

by the Austrian fund for science and research. 

 

 

In detail we invite applications for: 

 

a doctoral student for a project on the role of interest groups in the European Union.  

The student’s research is expected to be linked to a project on interest group influence in the 

European Union carried out at the University of Salzburg. The project is part of a larger collaborative 

research group that brings together research teams in six European countries and the United States, 

thus offering the selected candidate access to a network of leading researchers in the field. 

Requirement: Masters degree in Political Science or a related discipline 

 

Working background at SCEUS: 

 

How much influence do corporations, business associations, citizen groups, and other lobbyists have 

on policy outcomes in the EU? This question is highly relevant both for debates on the democratic 

legitimacy of the EU and for our understanding of the European policy-making process. The 

normative implications of the question are particularly significant at a time when governments and 

academics aim to address a perceived democratic deficit by increasing political participation by 

societal groups. Would such participatory engineering broaden the democratic input to EU politics or 

merely lead to increased influence by special interests?  

Despite the normative and substantive importance of this question, there is surprisingly little 

research on the policy consequences of interest representation in the EU. The few contributions 

made to date are largely based on case studies. While these have unearthed valuable insights, their 

mainly qualitative nature limits the inferences that can be drawn from their findings.  The aim of 

this project is to improve on this state of the art by developing and empirically testing arguments 

about the role of interest groups in the EU.  

For the empirical examination of our arguments, we will systematically collect data on the 

representation of interests in the EU. There are two aspects to this. First, by way of surveys we will 

establish exactly which groups engage in lobbying on EU policies. Second, building on interviews and 

the coding of policy papers and other documents, we will establish the preferences of all actors that 

participated in the decision-making process on 100 legislative proposals in the EU. The data 

collection will be carried out in close coordination with partners from six European countries and the 

United States in a large project funded by the European Science Foundation and a project funded by 

the Austrian science foundation on the role of national associations in the EU.  

For more information, please consult 

https://sites.google.com/site/andduer/Country_contribution_Austria_final.pdf and 

https://sites.google.com/site/andduer/research-1/igproject.   

 



 

a doctoral student  with a strong research interest in European economic policy issues preferably in 

the fields of regional or innovation economics and policy. 

 Access to a COST-network of experts from 20+ countries on “public private partnerships” is available. 

Requirement: Masters degree in Social Sciences (in particular Economics) 

 

Working background at SCEUS: 

Economic policy making within the European Union comprehends a broad range of specific policies. 

Different policies are characterized by varying degrees of harmonization and centralization. The 

degree of harmonization reaches from highly harmonized areas like competition policy, which is 

institutionalized in the form of a Directorate-General and is directly administered by the European 

commission, to areas like innovation policy, which are coordinated in an informal way between the 

European Union member states. The latter are characterized by a low degree of harmonization.  

Since the implementation of the European Community’s Treaties market regulation has been a core 

element of European Union economic policies. The still ongoing process of intensified economic and 

political integration in the European Union changes the legal and institutional framework for market 

regulation. This in turn alters market opportunities and therefore is expected to influence economic 

behavior of individuals and firms. This thematic area focuses on the response of firms to changes in 

European Union market regulation in selected policy areas and evaluates its economic impact. The 

selected policies are characterized by varying degrees of harmonization. 

 

Governance in the EU is characterised by a variety of different approaches with a variety of dynamic 

processes of national institutional change in response to EU legal or other developments. Member 

States also shape these developments as well as adapting to them, with different Member States 

pursuing different strategies in response to their policy preferences. Therefore across the European 

Union the use of different forms of institutional structures, such as Public Private Partnerships (PPP), 

has been growing, but in different ways and for different reasons across Member States. The term 

PPP is restricted here to those projects involving private provision, but continued public funding, of 

services formally provided by the public sector, whereby the private sector partner assumes 

substantial financial, technological and operation risks in the finance, design, build and/or operation 

of the project. 

Previous work on a small sample of states (Austria, Germany, UK) has shown that types of and 

motivations for PPP have varied between countries and over time. Significant motivations for PPP 

have been first, to increase efficiency and spread risk more appropriately compared to traditional 

financing methods and second, to reduce budget and borrowing constraints.  

The second motivation may be affected by the implementation of new international accounting 

standards which are likely to move government’s financial costs ‘on balance sheet’ and future 

liabilities be counted as a component of national debt. This is likely to have a profound impact on the 

participation of the public sector in PPP by Member States; issues concerning the efficiency and 

effectiveness of PPP, compared to their alternatives, are likely to increase in importance and budget 

enlarging motivations may decrease.  

In the project motivations for PPP, particularly in the fields of regional and innovation policies, which 

have varied over time, across sectors and agencies, and between countries, will be analysed in a 

sample of states which will include most EU Member States. In each country the major drivers of PPP 

will be identified, and factors which determine success and failure of PPP in the individual countries 

considered will be extracted. Existing studies which highlight the national criteria for success and 

failure of PPPs will be reviewed as well as case studies of successful and failing PPPs will be analysed 

in more depth for each country. Empirical work will be based on expert surveys. For this purpose a 

network of PPP experts from approximately 20 states (mostly EU member states) has been 

established which is supported by COST action TU 1001. 

 

 



a doctoral student with a strong research interest in the area of sociology of living arrangements, 

welfare research or social integration in Europe 

Requirements: Master degree in Sociology 

 

Working background at SCEUS 

The trajectories from European Societies to European Society are cumbersome, although many of 

the burning social issues go obviously beyond national boundaries. But methodological nationalism is 

still the predominant perspective in sociology and social research. To widen the focus on Europe is 

therefore a first joint interest of the researchers within the thematic area on culture and society, 

which covers the disciplines of sociology, history and cultural studies. 

 

As an example, in most European countries, a rapid increase of childlessness can be observed. This 

holds true particularly for birth cohorts since 1965. Due to heterogeneous register systems, this 

house-hold demographical phenomenon is still a quite tricky issue. In the relevant scientific 

literature, we find some recent attempts to provide comparable time-series and exploratory models 

(e.g. Devolder 2005; Sobotka and Buber 2009). Furthermore, there exist some elaborated typologies 

which describe the heterogeneity of this living arrangement (e.g. voluntary vs. involuntary 

childlessness, or with regard to individual decisions along the life-course: couples who decide to 

remain childless early, late or people who renounce on reproductive decisions). Recently, Konietzka 

and Kreyenfeld (2007) presented a valid outline of the state of the re-search. From a comparative 

perspective, particularly the social and social-political impact of this change in household structures 

is under-researched (with the exception of the psychosocial consequences of involuntary 

childlessness (see Onnen-Isemann 2008). Some first steps towards a discussion of possible 

consequences of the increasing proportion of people, who will not dispose on the same type of social 

networks in their future life, have been provided by researches such as Dykstra and Hagestad (see 

Journal of Family Issues 2007). Our proposal will follow this trajectory by making an attempt to show 

how the increasing number of childless people will lead to new challenges to national welfare 

systems as well as the social cohesion. The project consists of three steps. In a first approach, we 

plan to draw similarities and differences in the development of childlessness in a comparative 

perspective. Secondly and in form of secondary analyses of panel data (e.g. EHCP, BHPS, SHP) and 

retrospective surveys (e.g. FFS, GGP), we intend to reconstruct particular trajectories of this trend. 

The major aim is to determine individual conflicts as well as the consequences of childlessness by 

controlling macro-sociological conditions (e.g. impact of different welfare regimes). Finally, we want 

to evaluate the social-political consequences by comparing the social situation (soziale Lage) of men 

and women over 50 who are currently childless. We expect that this will allow us to formulate 

elaborated hypotheses on future welfare requirements. A particular topic will be to analyse possible 

deficiencies in the structure of social capital among childless people and the demand for new 

institutional arrangements devoted to this population segment. 

We aim at comparing the connection between different social situations (soziale Lagen), e.g. 

household and familial structure, financial situation, and educational status of childless people.  

From a methodological point of view, a mixed method approach is planned. Since the structural 

analyses will be based on secondary analyses of individual-level data such as the European Value 

Survey (EVS), the International Social Survey Programme (ISSP), or the Generations and Gender 

Programme (GGP), the linking with the cultural dimension will go beyond the analysis of survey 

information. In particular, it is scheduled to survey life styles and (popular) cultural products on 

behalf of qualitative methods. On this way, we expect to gain more detailed insight into the specific 

design of life styles across the EU. 

 

General requirements 

•       Master's degree has to be completed by no later than 30 September 2011. 

•       Nationality is not a criterion, internationality an asset. 

•       Fluency in English 

•       Willingness to engage in method training 



     

The Salzburg Centre of European Union Studies (SCEUS) was established in 2005 as an 

interdisciplinary centre at the University of Salzburg. Research and teaching at the Centre focus on 

the dynamics of European integration as an ongoing process of deepening and widening, thus on 

institutional developments, decision-making and policy outcomes in the European Union. 

 

Since 2008, SCEUS has run a doctoral college, comprising doctoral students from various countries 

and disciplines. In the framework of this doctoral college the Centre is now looking for new 

candidates for doctoral student positions for the period of October 2011-September 2014. By 

contributing with their research to the thematic areas on institutional design, EU constitutional law, 

European culture and society, economic policy making and regulation, globalisation, European 

integration and the welfare state and the relations of the European Union with the wider world, the 

doctoral students will analyse the “Boundaries of Europe”.  

 

Application and selection process: Candidates are invited to submit their written application no later 

than 8 June, 2011. Short-listed candidates will be invited for an interview by the middle of June 2011.  

 

The application should encompass:  

- CV  

- Letter of motivation  

- Portfolio of 1-3 of the applicant`s best seminar papers 

- List of publications (if available) 

-  Degree transcript (i.e., a copy of the applicant`s master`s degree)  

- Grade report (i.e., an official document showing all the courses and exams the applicant has taken 

at his/her university)  

- 2 letters of reference, to be submitted directly by referee to the address mentioned below  

 

Documents can be submitted in English or German, the letter of motivation in English only.  

Applications and references should be sent no later than 8 June, 2011 by regular postal service to  

University of Salzburg – the Rector  

c/o Salzburg Centre of European Union Studies  

Mönchsberg 2 

A-5020 Salzburg/Austria 

 

Further Application Process 

 

Selected candidates will be informed by the middle of June and invited for an interview. For this 

interview a short outline of the envisaged research project for the doctoral thesis shall be prepared, 

also taking into consideration how this will fit into the research interest at Centre.  

Successful candidates will be informed until the middle of July, the semester will start on October 1
st

.  


